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A breath of justice

Meet the food entrepreneurs at 22 South: Top Left, Chef Melly (Three Generations),
Ray Milton (Ray’s Vegan Soul), Bryan and William Gravely (Better Way BBQ),
Lan Mai (Shokkan Sushi), Ajna Adams and Naomi Richardson ( St. Pete Bowls)
and Dean Hudson (Irie Mon Jamaican Grill)

22 South brings a
mix of flavor to the
Manhattan Casino
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St. Pete
Youth Timebank

BY COURTNEY AMOS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Manhattan Casino, with its
rich history and cultural icon
status in St. Pete’s Black community, will soon enter into a
new chapter of existence as a
food hall, co-working hub, and
event space.
The Callaloo Group is behind this newest reincarnation
at the historic location. In
2017, the group acquired the
space from the city after a battle for the lease between themselves and the Manhattan
Casino Legacy Collective.

Since then, the Callaloo
Group has lost two of its three
founders. Ramon Hernandez
stepped down from the project
after the closure of Callaloo’s
self-titled restaurant at the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and just this February,
former Tampa Buccaneers
football player and co-founder
Vincent Jackson died suddenly.
Mario Farias, the remaining member of the group, is
now in partnership with Pastor
G. Gregg Murray of Mt. Zion
Primitive Baptist Church and
Leigh Fletcher and Tina Fis-

Daphne Gardner
BY MARK PARKER
Staff Writer

cher from Rising Tide Innovation Center. Together, they
conceptualized how to revamp
the space.
“Here, you have seven different cuisines,” said Farias,
director of development for
Callaloo, who organized the
food hall. “Within those seven
cuisines is a variety that’s
huge. And so why wouldn’t it
succeed?”
Each vendor is a local and
minority-owned small business. Ajna Adams, who cofounded St. Pete Bowls with
See FLAVOR, page 16

Community journalism: Your paper
needs you
BY FRANK DROUZAS
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Weekly Challenger and the Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg
presented the first installment of
our four-part webinar series,
“Community Journalism,” hosted
by Challenger staff writer Nicole
Slaughter Graham on April 15.
Webinar 1, “What Is Community Journalism?” featured special
guest Dr. Goliath Davis, former
deputy mayor and police chief of
the City of St. Petersburg and a
contributing columnist.
The installment, for journalists
and community members alike, focused on community journalism at
the micro-level, which is even
more necessary in a time when
many community newspapers are
dying out.
“The Weekly Challenger focuses on St. Petersburg’s Black
community, which is several small
neighborhoods,” Graham explained, “and it really zooms in on
those neighborhoods and takes
these larger issues and breaks it
down into how those issues affect

Dr. Goliath Davis and Nicole Slaughter Graham
presented the first of four virtual webinars on
community journalism on April 15.
the people within the neighborhood.”
For journalists to focus on the
issues that ripple through the community, they must spend time in
the community, get to know it, and
do research to gain context. Context, conversation, and research
are the three things that are crucial
to community reporting, Graham
stressed.

“Everything at the community
level, at the neighborhood level, is
influenced by context and history,”
she said, adding that community
members must be an active part of
the community paper.
Davis said he aims to be informative, provocative and instructive in his columns because so
many times, the “decisions made

ST. PETERSBURG — As the
founder and owner of Infinity
Health Consultants – a mobile
health care business – Nurse
Practitioner Daphne Gardner
knows the importance of providing medical care to the community, especially those who struggle
to access it.
Amid a widespread pandemic,
she knew firsthand that a significant portion of the community
would struggle to get vaccinated.
Many people cannot walk or stand
for long periods, and for some, it
is difficult or nearly impossible to
leave their homes. Often, these
are the people that need vaccines
the most.
So, Gardner took it upon herself to find a solution.
“I wanted to be a force in the
community and provide these vaccines to those that could not make
it into the actual sites,” said Gardner.
As with most big ideas, it required a team effort to come to
fruition.
Rebecca Watson works on
health initiatives for the Pinellas
County Urban League, which coincidentally were already looking
for ways to increase access to vaccinations, particularly in Black
and Brown communities.
“We had the funding, we had
the vision, we just needed a medical partner,” said Watson. “So,
when Daphne showed up and expressed interest, it was a perfect
fit.”
The third major piece to getting this program running was
Lynn Harrell-Johnson, founder of
the Community Tech House.
Johnson realized that many in the
community did not have access to
the technology needed to sign up
for certain programs, or if they
did, the tech-savvy needed to help
them.
These skills are critical, especially during a pandemic, so the
Community Tech House was
born.

See WEBINAR, page 15

See VACCINE, page 5
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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St. Pete NAACP panel gives top
scores to JMA/Sugar Hill for Trop
redevelopment
ST. PETERSBURG –
After a St. Petersburg
NAACP-sponsored panel
scored four groups vying
for the Tropicana Field
site redevelopment, one
emerged as a top-rated
choice:
JMA
Ventures/Sugar Hill Partners.
All four developers
pledged a commitment in
their proposals to design
spaces, homes, and businesses that promote inclusivity and equity
among the city’s AfricanAmerican residents, who
make up 23 percent of St.
Pete’s population, and
whose historically segregated neighborhoods surrounded the 86-acre site.
On April 9 and 10, the
St. Petersburg NAACP
hosted “Ask the Developer” virtual town halls
where two moderators, a
six-person panel, and
members of the public
were able to dive deeper
into topics that impact
their communities most.
A diverse team of individuals asked important
questions that address
concerns and benefits
that will impact the Black
community for generations to come. Holding
these types of town halls
and using a scoring system based on the developers’ responses creates
metrics that can be used
as the conversation with
the city and the developers continue.
The developers —
Miami’s Midtown Development, Atlanta’s Portman
Holdings/Third
Lake Partners, San Francisco’s
JMA
Ventures/Sugar
Hill
Community
Partners,
and Orlando’s Unicorp
National Development —
each began the town hall
sessions sharing plans to
transform and connect
what many consider an
asphalt wasteland surrounding the Tropicana

Field to the economic vitality of downtown St. Petersburg.
However, for this audience, the interest was not
so much about the key
designing features, including a reimagined
Booker Creek basin, civic
gathering space, convention centers, or greenspaces, but more about
community benefits.
Some of the benefits
were unmet promises
when the city built the stadium and parking lot.
This shaped a recurring
theme in the town halls:
How will your proposal
right a wrong that led to
285 structures being demolished,
including
homes, businesses, and
nine churches?
The city led residents
to believe that the stadium would create jobs
and bring greater economic development to the
community that had been
separated by the laws,
practices, and codes of
segregation for decades
prior. It was somewhat of
a Trojan horse for the
Black community and understandably has caused
trust issues for many.
The evaluation of proposals was based on the
scorecards of six Tampa
Bay area residents:
• Elizabeth Siplin,
NAACP Economic Development Committee Chair
• Dick Pierce, Eckerd
College ASPEC
• Treva Davis, descendant of area resident
• Trevor Mallory,
NAACP Housing Committee Chair
• Bridget Narvaez,
Empath Health
• Cassandra Jackson,
NAACP Executive Committee
St. Petersburg College’s Corporate College
Coordinator, Dr. Yvonne
Williams, and Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Director Dr. Devona Pierre

were the moderators for
the town halls. The questions and discussion,
which were recorded and
are available on the St. Petersburg NAACP’s Facebook page, primarily
focused on the developer’s understanding of
community,
authentic
community engagement,
community
outreach,
housing, and entrepreneurial opportunities.
At the end of the town
halls,
JMA
Ventures/Sugar Hill appeared to best address
the group’s questions
based on the scoring of
the six panelists. Portman/Third Lake was
rated second, closely followed by Midtown, and
Unicorp was rated fourth.
The St. Petersburg
NAACP remains dedicated to its mission “to secure
the
political,
educational, social, and
economic equality of
rights to eliminate racebased discrimination and
ensure the health and
well-being of all persons.”
They know and acknowledge that local economic
development
leaders,
clergy, and others are
working on strategies to
help the African-American community throughout the process and that
city council members will
be bringing their own
thoughtful recommendations to the table.
After a careful review
of ALL proposals, there
remain questions regarding attainable and affordable housing, uses of tax
increment financing, decision-making timeline, and
the narrowing of St.
Pete’s wealth gap. As a
collaborator and a vested
community stakeholder,
the NAACP is open to executing this project as a
tool for healing and economic progress for surrounding
affected
neighborhoods.

NOTICE OF BID
ATTENTION ALL SUBCONTRACTORS
INCLUDING MBE, WBE, DBE, DISABLED VETERANS, SECTION 3,
PINELLAS COUNTY & GREATER TAMPA AREA
SUBCONTRACOTRS & SUPPLIERS
Brooks & Freund LLC will be accepting bids for the construction of
the Valor Preserve at Lake Seminole. Subcontractor bids are due on
May 13, 2021. Certified MBE, WBE, DBE, Disabled Vest, Section 3 Pinellas
County and Greater Tampa area subcontractors and suppliers are encouraged
to participate. The project consists of 18 bldgs., 64 units and Clubhouse.
To obtain an invite to download the bidding documents please e-mail
a request with your company information including company name,
contact person, address, phone number, and e-mail address to
bids@brooksandfreund.com.
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Community leaders ensure that the homebound
receive vaccines
VACCINE, from front page

After hearing about
the services that Johnson
was offering the community, including signing up
people for the vaccine
through clinics or popup
sites, Gardner called and
asked if she would support the Homebound program by scheduling
appointments for people
to receive the vaccine in
their home. Johnson was
eager to help.
“The greatest significance of the program is
being able to help residents sign up for the
COVID vaccine and making it available to them,”
said Johnson. “Scheduling it in their residence
and having a nurse go out
to their home, in their
own environment, is a
great thing, and I feel
honored to be part of the
team.”
Gardner said she secured the vaccines and
three nurses to help administer
the
shots
through the health department. Neighborly,
who provides a local
Meals on Wheels program, provided them
with a list of around 220
people that could use
their services.
While they all serve
an integral role in making
the program successful,
Gardner is quick to note
that it would have never
got off the ground without the Rev. Watson
Haynes, president &
CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League,
which provides funding.
Together, this grassroots program has vaccinated 134 residents in St.
Petersburg since March
20.

Not only do they vaccinate those that utilize a
wheelchair or walker or
that have difficulty walking or standing in long
lines, but they will vaccinate their caretakers inhome as well.
“If they have one, two,
or three members in the
home that assist with caring for that patient, then
we vaccinate them as
well,” Gardner said.
Gardner stresses that
she is here for the community and looks forward
to any other outreach opportunities.
“I am a family nurse
practitioner, and my clinic
is located at the Sanderlin
Center,” she explained. “I
am also mobile, so I’ll
come to you if you have
any other healthcare
needs that need to be addressed. I’m also willing
to collaborate with any
other business that would
like for me to go out and
vaccinate their homebound patients as well.”
Johnson wants everyone to get the vaccine so
that they can come together and fellowship
again.
“The more of us that
get vaccines, the healthier our community will
be,” she said. “I just want
them to know that we’re
here to help them do
that.”
Watson would also
like people to know they
are available to help and
to please call. They have
appointments available
with highly skilled nurses
who live and care about
the community and are
looking to be resources
for their neighbors.
“I even had one ad-

minister my vaccines,”
said Watson.
“This vaccination will
keep us from experiencing some of the dire outcomes that many African
Americans, not just in
Florida but around the
nation, have experienced,
and we don’t want to see
another family suffer an
unfortunate
outcome.
They don’t have to; we
have this resource, we
have this solution.”
Pinellas County Department of Health
spokesperson Maggie
Hall applauds the community effort in achieving
such an important goal
and looks forward to continuing their partnership
with Gardner, Watson,
and the Urban League.
“It’s important for
people to know there are
options,” Hall said. “If you
have barriers, please
reach out. Don’t let barriers stop you from getting
the COVID vaccine.”
The Homebound vaccine program is now open
to all ages and currently
administering the Moderna vaccine. To register
for this program or for assistance in scheduling an
outside vaccine, please
call Harrell-Johnson at
the Community Tech
Center at 727-253-8445 or
visit
communitytechhouse.com for more information.
To make an appointment with Gardner,
whether at Infinity Health
Consultants or through
her mobile service,
please call 727-265-1185
or visit infinityhealthconsultants.com.
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A breathe of justice
BY DEXTER L. MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As the nation waited to exhale, we took that breath
George Floyd was denied.
The year-long saga came
to a much-anticipated end
last Tuesday when a jury
unanimously found former Minneapolis Police
Officer Derek Chauvin
guilty on all counts of unintentional second-degree
murder, third-degree murder, and second-degree
manslaughter.
There were so many
emotions, sighs of relief,
anger at what got us to
this point, and hope that
somehow
this
was
progress. Accountability
won, and justice was
served.
Bridgette Michelle
Domingos, managing attorney at Domingos Law
Firm, sought out her colleagues from the legal
community to share what
the verdict means for
them, their families, and
their profession.
Attorney April Goodwin of The Goodwin Firm,
PA, recalls being a freshman in college when the
Rodney King trial happened. “I remember even
back then being sad but
not surprised at the verdict. That outcome was
one of the reasons I decided to go to law school.”
Now, just shy of 29
years to the day of that
verdict, she believes there
is a glimmer of hope that
America’s promise of justice for all may become a
reality one day.
The George Floyd verdict captivated us all. In

history, there is very little
precedent for the conviction of a white police officer for killing a Black
person, though recently,
there have been a few.
While the system still
has a long way to go to
level the playing field, the
April 20 verdict was a
start.
“The Chauvin verdict
signaled a racial reckoning in this country. While
our hearts are full of joy
due to the verdict, I am
sad about those who
never got this far. Breonna
Taylor, Eric Garner,
Michael Brown, Ahmad
Arbery, and so many
more are left without justice,” noted civil rights Attorney Dameka Davis of
Davis Legal Center.
Attorney Lisa Knox,
LM Knox Law, and Mediation, LLC, echoed the
sentiments regarding the
hopefulness of the conviction and the impact of a
life gone much too soon.
“When George Floyd was
at his lowest point with a
knee on his neck and calling for his mother, the
world heard him!”
While Chauvin was
callous to the desperate
pleas for mercy, the jury
made sure those cries did
not go unheard – this
time.
There were tears shed,
prayers answered, and
hope restored in this verdict. One word, GUILTY,
summed up years of emotions for every person of
color that has been reduced to a hashtag, a
protest, or merely another
life lost at the hands of
those that swore to protect
and serve.
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College for Kids enrolling now at SPC
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

Bridgette Domingos
The verdict signaled
that every breath of life
has value. It also served as
a hope that all people will
be able to work together,
pray together, struggle together, and stand up for
freedom together.
Possibly the verdict
serves as a beacon light of
hope that the bank of justice is not bankrupt.
There still is much work
to be done. But at least for
one day, one moment, the
verdict allows a people, a
community, and the Floyd
family to breathe.
Attorney Bridgette
Michelle Domingos contributed her talent to this
article.
About
Domingos
Law Firm
A boutique firm that
focuses on criminal defense, car accidents, and
DUI matters, Domingos
Law is one the fastest minority firms in Pinellas
County. Attorney Domingos has been recognized
as a SuperLawyer 2017-21,
which only honors two
and a half percent of all attorneys. She earned the
distinction among the National Black Lawyers Top
40 Under 40.

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s never too early to start
thinking about college –
at least that’s what the
team a St. Petersburg College (SPC) believes. This
summer, students in
fourth through ninth
grades will have the
chance to experience
learning on a college campus.
SPC will host College
for Kids, a five-week summer experience from 9-3
p.m. at the downtown and
Tarpon Springs locations.
Extended care is available
at each site for a fee and
will be open from 3-5:30
p.m.
Dr. Yvonne Williams,
SPC corporate college coordinator, said they hope
the camp will inspire students to think about learning in a college setting at
an early age.
“Our goal is to introduce a fun and interactive
college experience without the pressure of grades
and with COVID-19 safety
measures in place,” she
said.
Williams said the college has strict precautions
in place to keep students
safe during the camp, including screenings for
symptoms and daily temperature checks.
“High contact areas
will be sanitized throughout the day, student
spaces will be six feet
apart, hand sanitizers will
be available, and students
and teachers will wear
masks at all times,” she
said.

State certified teachers will facilitate the
classes, something organizers felt was very important to provide, even
though there are no
grades attached to the
camp.
“It is important to provide instruction from instructors who have been
credentialed by the state
in order to ensure that
students are learning,”
Williams explained.
Students will participate in a variety of activities during the five weeks,
including
interactive
learning games, visual
and graphic arts, crafts,
and STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Math) projects.
There will also be field
trips throughout the camp
to provide further enrichment.
“Students attending
the downtown center
summer experience will
have walking tours of the
downtown area as well as
tours of some of the many
art museums located
there,” Williams stated.
“The Tarpon Springs campus is home to the Leepa-

Rattner Museum of Art,
where students will create
art and have it displayed
in the museum.”
Each site has 45 slots
with students grouped by
grades fourth through
sixth and seventh through
ninth.
Williams, who has
been with SPC for 11
years, said there is no income limit and no residency requirement. She
said families interested in
getting a slot should call
as soon as they can.
“We will have a waiting
list,” she said. “But we
strongly recommend getting your children enrolled early for this
experience.”
Right now, there are
no scholarships for families, but organizers said to
stay tuned as they are
looking for funding for
possible full or partial
scholarships to assist families with the weekly camp
fee.
College for Kids begins on June 14 and runs
until July 23. The cost is
$80 per week. For more
information or to register,
call 727-302-6436.
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PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM AND URBAN COUNTY
2021-2022 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Solutions Grant, and
HOME Investment Partnership Programs
The Pinellas County Consortium has in place a Five-Year (FY2020-FY2024) Consolidated Plan that identifies housing and community development needs, priorities, objectives, and
strategies. A one-year Action Plan (FY2021-2022) has been prepared to address needs identified in the Five-Year Plan. This notice provides a summary of proposed FY2021-2022 projects
and funding and locations for reviewing and providing comment on the Action Plan. The Action Plan is subject to final approval by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
The Pinellas County Consortium consists of the Urban County and the City of Largo, with Pinellas County serving as administrator of the HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME)
program. Currently, the Urban County includes all the unincorporated areas and nineteen cities cooperating in Pinellas County’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. Funding sources of proposed projects are the Pinellas County CDBG and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs, and the Consortium’s HOME program.
Funds expected to be available are as follows (the City of Largo is advertising their CDBG funding and proposed projects separately):
The following projections include:
$ 2,514,571
$ 50,000
$ 1,322,893
$ 800,000
$ 214,845
$ 4,902,309

CDBG Entitlement
CDBG Program Income
HOME Entitlement
HOME Program Income
ESG Entitlement
Subtotal

In addition, an estimated $4,000,000 in allocation and program income from the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program, an estimated $10,000,000 in local Penny IV funding and approximately $100,000 in program income from the local Housing Trust Fund program, less administration, are included below to indicate how housing goals will be met.
2021-2022 funds are proposed to be allocated as follows:
Target Area Improvement Program and Activity Delivery
Boys & Girls Club Tarpon Springs Facility Rehabilitation ($82,645 CDBG)
The Arc Tampa Bay Tarpon Springs Day Program Facility Rehabilitation ($75,900 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast Greater Ridgecrest Field Replacement ($123,101 CDBG)
NRSA - Target Area Community Enhancement Program ($65,000 CDBG)
NRSA - Target Area Land Acquisition/Site Development ($25,000 CDBG)
Target Area Activity Delivery ($1,500 CDBG)
Public Facilities Program and Activity Delivery
Community Action Stops Abuse Facility Rehabilitation ($42,504 CDBG)
Directions for Living Facility Rehabilitation ($273,035 CDBG)
Homeless Empowerment Program Permanent Supportive Housing Renovations ($50,000 CDBG)
PARC - Bert Muller Facility Rehabilitation ($219,596 CDBG)
Starting Right Now Facility Rehabilitation ($247,896 CDBG)
WestCare GulfCoast-FL Turning Point Facility Rehabilitation ($207,234 CDBG)
Relocation Assistance Resulting from Prior Year Funding ($15,000 CDBG)
Public Facilities Activity Delivery ($7,500 CDBG)
Public Infrastructure Program and Activity Delivery
Demolition and Clearance ($40,000 CDBG)
Public Infrastructure Activity Delivery ($1,000 CDBG)
Public Services Program
High Point Community Pride Operations ($76,638 CDBG)
Pinellas Opportunity Council Chore Services Operations ($50,000 CDBG)
Starting Right Now Operations ($60,000 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast Omni Center Operations ($235,000 CDBG)
NRSA - Target Area Community Enhancement Program - Community Clean-Ups ($20,000 CDBG)
Homeless and Homelessness Prevention Services Program
Emergency Solutions Grant Program Components: Emergency Shelter; Homelessness Prevention; Rapid
Re-Housing Components ($196,731.63 ESG)
HMIS/Data Collection ($2,000 ESG)
Housing Preservation Program
City of Largo Single-Family Rehabilitation Program ($75,000 HOME)
Housing Preservation ($26,178.90 CDBG, $606,904.85 HOME, $1,675,000 SHIP, $3,000,000 Penny IV, $50,000 HTF)
Code Enforcement ($80,750 CDBG)
Housing Preservation Activity Delivery
Housing Production Program
Housing Production ($26,178.90 CDBG, $606,904.85 HOME, $1,675,000 SHIP, $7,000,000 Penny IV, $50,000 HTF)
Housing Production Activity Delivery
Homeownership Promotion Program
City of Largo Down Payment Assistance Program ($171,794 HOME)
Homeownership Promotion Program ($450,000 HOME, $500,000 SHIP)
Housing Services - Counseling/Education ($150,000 SHIP)
Administration
$741,316.87 Federal Grants
Alternates: If additional funding becomes available, alternate projects are proposed based on the amount of additional funds received and readiness of projects to proceed.
Contemporary Housing Alternatives Facility Improvements ($30,600)
Hope Villages of America Facility Expansion ($500,000)
WestCare GulfCoast-FL Davis Bradley Facility Rehabilitation ($217,709)
Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center Expansion ($350,000)
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Police Athletic League Facility Rehabilitation ($77,046)
Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services Facility Rehabilitation ($79,968)
Approximately 98% of Pinellas County CDBG funds are allocated to activities which principally benefit low- and moderate-income households.
Availability for Viewing
A draft of the Pinellas County Consortium 2021-2022 Action Plan is available for viewing and public comment from April 29, 2021 to May 28, 2021. Due to the continued locally declared state of emergency in response to the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the draft Plan will be available on the Community Development website at www.pinellascounty.org/community. Additionally, a draft of the plan is available in paper format or .pdf by request by contacting the Pinellas County Community Development Division at
727-464-8210 or by email at cdplanning@pinellascounty.org. Public comments on the Plan is invited and should be sent to cdplanning@pinellascounty.org or to the addresses below.
•
•

Pinellas County Community Development, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756
City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33779

Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner, consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action, and fair housing
requirements. Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for information in alternative formats should be directed to Community Development staff at 727-464-8210.
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
International Realty Plus Tampa Bay
Owner: Dwight A
McDonald.
Years in Business :
18
Location: Brandon
On Green Book:
greenbooktampabay.or
g/listing/internationalrealty-plus/

Dwight McDonald

Dwight McDonald’s
International Realty Plus
Tampa Bay is a 100 percent veteran-owned, fullservice
real
estate
company.
After retiring from the
U.S. Army as a chief warrant officer and senior
aviator, McDonald settled
in the Tampa Bay area.
He earned a master’s degree in Organizational
Management and a Bachelor of Science in Professional Aeronautics before
working in real estate.
After receiving his
real estate sales and broker’s license, after almost
a decade of learning the
business, he opened International Realty Plus in
2001. McDonald’s 27

years of real estate experience includes property
management, rehab investment, and more than
five years in mortgage
loan origination.
“In the real estate
field, small mistakes can
have huge consequences.
My
role
as
your
broker/realtor is to be
one of, if not the most,
competent and dependable resources at your
disposal,”
McDonald
shared.
At International Realty
Plus Tampa Bay, he
stated, “We offer service
and assistance to buyers,
sellers, lenders, and landlords with full-service
property management division.”

McDonald is also the
co-owner of Veterans Escrow and Title Services
LLC and a managing
member of an investment
firm.
His volunteer work includes being the 2016
president of the Central
Pasco Association of Realtors and president of
the Tampa Bay Area
chapter of the National
Association of Real Estate
Brokers (NAREB) in
2015.
He also served on the
Greater Tampa Association of Realtors Professional Standards and
Ethics committee for
more than 20 years. Additional community involvement includes serving as

a director of the BrazilFlorida Chamber of Commerce, promoting and
fostering international
business relations between the two locales.
McDonald
also
served as a panel judge
for the statewide “Florida
Communities of Excellence Awards” program.

“International Realty
Plus of Tampa Bay is a
highly-skilled group of
professionals you can
count on for the right advice at the right time. We
take great care to treat
every customer with the
respect they deserve.”
For more information,
visit irpflorida.com.

Textbook affordability initiative saves USF St. Pete campus
students more than $1 million
ST. PETERSBURG —
A textbook affordability
initiative launched to reduce the costs of course
materials at USF’s St. Petersburg campus has
saved the student body
more than $1.08 million
over the past five years.
Begun in 2016 to address the rising costs of
textbooks and other educational materials used in
classrooms, the initiative
has spurred the campus to
amass a combination of
textbooks on reserve, ebooks, and online journal
articles available to students.
“We are always trying
to find new ways that
make education affordable
to students who are already working so hard and
trying to save as much
money as they can,” said
Cathi Cardwell, regional
associate vice chancellor
of academic affairs and
dean of the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library.

Spearheaded by staff
at the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, the textbook affordability initiative
seeks to reduce costs for
students by:
• Expanding textbooks in the library’s reserve collection
• Generating awareness around the availability of e-books and other
open educational resources as alternatives for
traditional textbooks
• Collaborating with
faculty to find and incorporate affordable course material options that sustain
academic rigor
Before the initiative,
there were only 20 textbooks in the reserve collection that students could
check out for three hours
at a time. Now there are
around 365.
This dramatic rise was
accomplished through a
$3,500 grant from Town &
Gown, an organization that
promotes understanding

between USF’s St. Petersburg campus and the community. USF Libraries
provided additional funds
to acquire even more textbooks. Some faculty members donated extra copies
as well. Several students
even contributed their
textbooks rather than sell
them back once they completed a class.
As for e-books, USF Libraries has assembled a
collection of thousands
that span a multitude of
subjects and can be
adopted by faculty at all
USF campuses. If new
textbooks become available electronically, USF Libraries try to purchase
them so students have
free access. This academic
year, 30 new e-books were
purchased for the St. Petersburg campus.
“This initiative is a really good example of how
a discipline can shift and
change to meet students’
needs, because libraries’

budgets were never spent
on textbooks and course
materials,” said Cardwell.
“However, with the sharp
rise in prices, university libraries have realized they
needed to play a part in
solving this problem.”
When the initiative
began, a series of faculty
workshops were offered
to reduce textbook costs
by providing strategies to
acquire available resources. About 20 faculty
members took part in discussions ranging from
copyright and fair use to
electronic textbooks and
licensed content – all with
the purpose of helping
them rethink their courses
and content.
Since then, library staff
works individually with
faculty members to raise
awareness of alternative
teaching content the campus has access to and
work to revamp course
material by incorporating
greater open education re-

sources.
“Our librarians review
the course syllabus and
then investigate affordable
materials with faculty that
will cover the appropriate
content they want to convey in the classroom, ensure it is as high quality as
possible and reduce costly
fees for students,” said
Kaya van Beynen, the associate dean of the USF Libraries.
More than $1 million
dollars in total savings is
eye-opening. But a more
telling number, and one

van Beynen likes to use to
illustrate the success of
the initiative, is the drop in
the cost of course materials per credit hour over
the last five years.
“What
was
once
around $44 is now just
$26,” she said. “When you
multiply that by 12 or 15
hours taken in a semester,
it comes out to hundreds
of dollars of savings for
each of our students.”
Learn more about textbook affordability at USF
by
visiting
https://tap.usf.edu/
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St. Pete community hard at work producing a nutritious future
BY NICOLE BILLING

ise.

Neighborhood News Bureau

Carla Bristol, Youth
Farm collaboration manager since 2019, has
worked tirelessly as the
farm transformed from an
empty plot of land to a
flourishing, working farm,
complete with an irrigation
system and greenhouse.
Using surveys and
meetings, the farm’s team
grows the foods that the
community asks for, such
as onions, tomatoes, collards and kale. Classes are
held to teach residents
about gardening at their
homes, culinary skills, and
nutrition.
“Just the knowledge
the community will gain
from having this working
farm here will allow a lot
more independence and
self-reliance,” Bristol said.
Daphne
Gardner,
APRN, FNP-C, is the
owner and founder of Infinity Health Consultants located at the James B.
Sanderlin Family Center.
With her 26 years of nursing experience in St. Pete,
she has witnessed the
many changes in the community’s access to healthy
and nutritious foods.
“In the area that I
serve, which is the south
St. Pete area, we don’t have
a great deal of access to
healthy foods,” said Gardner. “A lot of the area doesn’t
have
a
nearby
community grocery store

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Pete Youth Farm is
not just growing fresh
fruits and vegetables;
they’re expanding access
to healthy nutrition in
south St. Pete.
The Midtown area has
been without a local, fullservice grocery store for
more than four years, leaving the community to
come up with creative
ways to provide nutritious,
healthy foods.
The St. Pete Youth
Farm is a youth development program and urban
farm located at the Enoch
Davis Center in the South
St. Pete Community Redevelopment Area (CRA).
The CRA was developed to
promote job and educational growth as well as
reinvestment in housing
and neighborhoods. St.
Pete’s CRA is one of the
largest in Florida.
Youth-led and partnered with dozens of community organizations, the
farm functions to ensure
nutritional security for
south St. Pete residents
while fostering a healthy
learning environment for
young people. High school
participants pick up valuable skills such as entrepreneurship,
financial
literacy, leadership, farming, and culinary expert-

… so it’s kind of difficult
for those in the community
to be able to eat a healthy
diet, get healthy foods, and
healthy nutrition.”
The farm, which is still
a work in progress, plans
to hold future markets
where the people of south
St. Pete can have access to
nutritious foods. For now,
they hold workdays where
the community comes together to work on the farm
and learn about nutrition.
The turnout is always
great, with volunteers and
neighbors eager to help
the effort, shovels in hand.
As Bristol always says,
“Many hands make light
work.”
One of the major factors that have impacted
Midtown is the absence of
full-service grocery stores
and access to fresh and
frozen fruits and vegetables. Gardner explained
that having access to local,
nutritious foods is extremely important to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
“Either way, if there’s
low nutrition, of course,
you can have weight loss,”
explained Gardner. “Low
healthy nutrition, you can
also have weight gain in
addition to weight loss because the body is not metabolizing well, and it’s just
kind of sucking up all of
those fatty foods.”
Anaya Graham is a
high school sophomore

who has been a Youth Ambassador for the program
since 2019. She recently
met with the Florida Department of Agriculture in
Tallahassee to discuss the
success of the farm.
She loves meeting new
people through the farm
and feels it has equipped
her with many essential
skills to carry into her future. Graham has also
learned more about her
community and nutritional
security.
“I didn’t know much
about food deserts until
[the farm staff] told us that
I personally was actually
living in one all these
years,” Anaya said. “I
thought having fast food
places everywhere was
normal until they broke
everything down for us
and told us how these fastfood places were taking
over our health.”
Some local businesses
such as Joe Brady’s Bait &
Tackle began stocking
their shelves with fresh
fruits, vegetables, and
seedlings. The owners
grow the plants right in
front of the shop, making it
easy for residents to access
fresh produce while also
getting their corner store
goodies, like chips and
beer.
“Being able to empower these small, local,
Black-owned businesses
within the south St. Petersburg CRA and incentivize
them to offer fresh produce as well is a direction
that I would like to see us
take,” Bristol said.
Wendy Wesley, RDN,
owner and founder of
Wendy Wesley Nutrition,
shared that within Midtown, there is a 42-square
block area with no full-service grocery stores. This
means that residents
would need either reliable
transportation to travel to a
grocery store or go to gas
stations and dollar stores.
“When you don’t have
access to fresh produce,
and basically everything
that you would find in a fullservice grocery store,

which is meat, dairy,
whole-grains, fresh produce, frozen produce, all of
it, a lot of my patients were
eating out of gas stations
and dollar stores,” said
Wesley. “Those foods are
very high in sodium, low
fiber, low nutrient, and that
is not how you manage
chronic disease.”
Both a Walmart and
Sweetbay were once located in Midtown, but they
eventually pulled out of the
area. Since then, there
have been no good grocery options besides numerous dollar stores and
gas stations.
“It’s been four years
since that store closed, and
I think it’s time that the city
makes good on its promise
to put a grocery option
there,” said Wesley. “Four
years is a long time to manage chronic disease without
access
to
nutrient-dense foods.”
Both Gardner and
Wesley explained that they
treat patients of all ages in
St. Pete with chronic dis-

eases, including obesity, diabetes, cardiac disease,
and kidney failure. Their
patients would admit they
know how to eat, but the
food generally does not
exist in their community.
“Chronic disease worsens when you don’t have
access to food,” said Wesley.
Bristol explained that
food is essential, meaning
south St. Pete cannot rely
only on big corporations to
meet the community’s
needs because of the unpredictability of corporate
decisions.
“I just want to see patients healthy and thriving,
functioning and making the
right choices in their lives
so that they can live better
healthier lives,” said Gardner. “I just want the community to stay healthy and
stay informed, most of all.”
Nicole Billing is a student reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau at the
University of South Florida,
St. Petersburg campus. Visit
nnbnews.com for more info.

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
Let’s Get it.
GO GO Gadget, rockets.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
Amplified Bible
13 When all has been
heard, the end of the matter is: fear God [worship
Him with awe-filled reverence, knowing that He is
almighty God] and keep
His commandments, for
this applies to every person. 14 For God will bring
every act to judgment,
every hidden and secret
thing, whether it is good or
evil.
SO if HE will bring
everything from everyone
into judgment, why are
these so-called pastors
telling you that its all about
Love and acceptance.
Answer: Rom10: 11
For the Scripture says,
“Whoever believes in Him
[whoever adheres to,
trusts in, and relies on
Him] will not be disappointed [in his expectations].” 12 For there is no
distinction between Jew
and Gentile; for the same
Lord is Lord over all [of
us], and [He is] abounding
in riches (blessings) for all
who call on Him [in faith
and prayer]. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of
the Lord [in prayer] will be
saved.”
14 But how will people
call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And
how will they believe in

Him of whom they have
not heard? And how will
they hear without a
preacher (messenger)? 15
And how will they preach
unless they are commissioned and sent [for that
purpose]? Just as it is written and forever remains
written, “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring
good news of good
things!”
I don’t care, and neither does God care, how
pretty their preaching is,
they must stick to the
script, the Holy Scriptures
and not their own. However, the reason South St
Pete is suffering from so
many different illnesses is
because
2 Timothy 4
4 I solemnly charge
you in the presence of God
and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the
dead, and by His appearing
and His kingdom: 2 preach
the word [as an official
messenger]; be ready
when the time is right and
even when it is not [keep
your sense of urgency,
whether the opportunity
seems favorable or unfavorable, whether convenient or inconvenient,
whether welcome or unwelcome]; correct [those
who err in doctrine or behavior], warn [those who
sin], exhort and encourage
[those who are growing toward spiritual maturity],

Bishop Buzzkill Bob – Part 2
with inexhaustible patience and [faithful] teaching. 3 For the time will
come when people will not
tolerate sound doctrine
and accurate instruction
[that challenges them with
God’s truth]; but wanting
to have their ears tickled
[with something pleasing],
they will accumulate for
themselves [many] teachers [one after another, chosen] to satisfy their own
desires and to support the
errors they hold, 4 and will
turn their ears away from
the truth and will wander
off into myths and manmade fictions [and will accept the unacceptable]. 5
But as for you, be clearheaded in every situation
[stay calm and cool and
steady], endure every
hardship [without flinching], do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill [the duties of] your ministry.
So, these imposters
have paraded as true genuine called and chosen
men of God but the evidence says they were
NEVER called and chosen
or even worse, they were
called and chosen but got
drunk on their “own”
preaching and for some
strange reason believed
they could compromise,
water down, sugar-coat
and degrade the Living
Word of God just to fill the
pews and appear to the
people to be a true

anointed man of God.
This decision will ultimately cost them a severe
penalty, eternal penalty,
and unfortunately, the
same for those that remain. God will NOT allow
you an exemption just because your religious
leader has gone rogue and
been snared by satan and
is now operation under his
command. You were commanded by God to 2 Tim
2: 14 Remind the people of
these facts, and solemnly
charge them in the presence of God to avoid petty
controversy over words,
which does no good, and
[upsets and undermines
and] ruins [the faith of]
those who listen. 15 Study
and do your best to present yourself to God approved,
a
workman
[tested by trial] who has
no reason to be ashamed,
accurately handling and
skillfully teaching the
word of truth. 16 But
avoid all irreverent babble
and godless chatter [with
its profane, empty words],
for it will lead to further
ungodliness, 17 and their
teaching will spread like
gangrene. So it is with Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18
who have deviated from
the truth. They claim that
the resurrection has already taken place, and
they undermine the faith
of some. 19 Nevertheless,
the firm foundation of God

[which He has laid]
stands [sure and unshaken despite attacks],
bearing this seal: “The
Lord knows those who are
His,” and, “Let everyone
who names the name of
the Lord stand apart from
wickedness and withdraw
from wrongdoing.”
Dear hearts, apparently I have some who
have decided that what I
have been writing is an
opinion and just my own
personal feelings which
makes what I write subject
to critic. Well, since I have
been doing this for the
past 7+ years, more than
any other preacher in
South St Pete, if you had
been following and reading my columns you
would know that I always
bring holy scriptures to
back up and support my
every word. You would
have also known that my
Bishop Elect appointment
was some 2 years ago as
the Weekly Challenger

came and did the article
and my Bishop Consecration Service was just this
past Feb 14, 2021. And if
you follow me on Facebook you would have seen
and can still go on and see
the actual service were
there was an Apostle of an
International organization,
one of his local area Bishops, as well as my International
Bishop
that
conducted the service.
So, no I didn’t just reach
up into thin air and pluck
a title and pin in on. This
was a 30 year journey
going from Worldwide
Church of God to Church
of Christ (baptized in
1988), to Dr. Fred KC
Price, to Progressive
Church of Our Lord Jesus
Christ (rebaptized in
Jesus name), to now
Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl.
Till next week,
Blessings,
Bishop Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, Jr.
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St. Pete Youth Timebank encourages community stewardship, volunteerism
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Pete Youth Timebank
(YTB), an offshoot of the
St.
Pete
Timebank
(SPTB), is in full swing
with its first cohort of
Youth Timebankers graduating this winter and its
second youth group that
started earlier this month.
“The St. Pete Youth
TimeBank is an initiative
whereby we are teaching
our children the overarching goal of contributing to
community, starting with
their home,” shared YTB
Coordinator
Sheena
Qualles-DeFreece. “What
they can do at home, at
first, to help out without
being asked. And then
sharing with the community or their neighborhood. “
Adhering to COVID-19
restrictions while youth
helping out in homes,
churches, and various
agricultural centers, Youth
Timebankers also participate in Zoom sessions with
adult mentors.
Qualles-DeFreece said
everything from picking
up leaves in the neighborhood, helping the elderly
shop, and reading to
younger siblings — without being asked — are all
activities that count to-

wards the participating
youths gaining “time credits.”
“This is about social
networking, helping each
other. It can be as simple
as listening to somebody
share their problems or issues; you don’t have to
give advice — just listen,”
said Qualles-DeFreece,
who acknowledged that
sometimes people just
need a friendly ear.
At YTB’s recent “graduation” ceremony honoring
the
first
18
participants,
SPTB
founder BJ Andryusky
gave credit to the Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg for providing a
capacity grant that is helping the organization begin
initiatives such as YTB.
Andryusky founded
SPTB in 2016 and has recently gained nonprofit
status, working with the
Pinellas County Urban
League as a fiscal sponsor.
YTB offered its first cohort youth $50 gift certificates in exchange for their
time credits, thanks to a
grant from the Woodson
Center in Washington,
D.C.
The graduation was
held at the YAP Center, a
YTB partner, which is the
site of YTB’s first “Little Library,” which supports
YTB in providing books to

neighborhood children.
YTB will have a second
Little Library site at the
South Side Fresh Market
on 22nd Street soon.
Qualles-DeFreece said
each of YTB’s three-month
sessions would enable
youth to understand the
process of engaging in and
building “social capital” –
which is defined as “the
network of relationships
among people who live
and work in a particular
society, enabling that society to function effectively.”
AARP also donated
gifts for the initial graduation celebration, including
tote bags and electric candles. Other community
partners include St. Mary
of Our Lady of Grace and
Gulf Coast Jewish Family
and Community Services.
Several Youth Timebankers were on hand to
share their experiences.
Jayda, who took part in
YTB through her connection to Denise Ford’s
Camp Summer Quest and
Qualles-DeFreece’s Kidzonomics project, shared
that her love of sewing led
to her making COVID-19
masks for community
members.
“I learned how to sew
different masks by going
on YouTube and just
searching up patterns,”
said Jayda, 12, who also
volunteered in a drivethrough Halloween event
where she helped give
candy away to children in
a costume parade.
She also babysat,
helped her grandmother
put up Christmas lights,
prepared meals for the
homeless, and helped several younger children with
schoolwork, gaining time
credits for all of it.
Another YTB member,
Dieme, 19, shared about
his work with the homeless community. “I went to
buy meals at McDonald’s
and gave them out at Freedom Park and food
pantries,” he said of the
volunteerism that gave
him his time credits.

Dieme said his dream is to
continue supporting the
homeless by providing
them with blankets and
sleeping bags.
Qualles-DeFreece said
that youth from all over
could participate in the
YTB program, regardless
of their zip code. Some of
their youth timebank
members have come from
refugee populations and
different St. Pete neighborhoods and communities.
She stressed that the
idea of networking is
what’s important. “Build-

ing community is not always about money,” she
said, adding that offering
service to the community
brings rewards from the
community – including
learning new skills.
Their parents sign up
youth Timebankers, and
all communication with
SPTB mentoring members who might have services or education to offer
the children are strictly
monitored by parents and
Qualles-DeFreece herself
– who calls the process
“guardian angel-ship.”
She has a Level II

clearance and said SPTB
would sponsor a program
for other members who
want to mentor to gain
their Level II clearances.
In the future, QuallesDeFreece said she hopes
to have YTB youth assist
at the Sunshine Senior
Center teaching seniors
technology.
For information on
how to enroll youth in
YTB, contact Sheena
Qualles-DeFreece
at
sheena.sptb@gmail.com.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education
(COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898
or 800-917-2081 and Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033,
(404) 679-4500
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Building wealth through homeownership
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Homestead Initiative, a
three-part virtual series on
building wealth and legacy
through homeownership,
kicked off on April 15 with
guest speakers Kashmir
Parker, CEO, KP Luxury
Enterprises, and President
Gwendolyn Reese, African
American Heritage Association.
The first session focused on the historical
policies, legislation and
practices that impacted
land ownership and intergenerational wealth of
African Americans. In providing a background of
Black homeownership,
Reese explained that the
Homestead Act of 1862,
enacted during the Civil
War, granted 160 acres of
land to almost anyone —
including
newly-freed
slaves — who had never
taken up arms against the
U.S. government.
“However, rampant discriminations, systemic barriers, and bureaucratic
inertia adversely impacted
the ability of Black Americans to acquire this land,”
she said.
The promise of “40
acres and a mule,” where
Confederate lands were
seized and redistributed
among former slaves, was
astonishingly radical at the
time and was an early form
of reparations. This idea,
Reese noted, was generated by Black leaders.
Union General William
Sherman held a discussion
with 20 leaders of the
Black community in Savannah, Ga., and issued Special Field Orders No. 15 in
Jan. 1865, promising the 40
acres and a mule. But Andrew Johnson —Abraham
Lincoln’s successor and a
sympathizer with the
South — overturned the
order in the fall of that
year.
“Try to imagine how
profoundly different the
history of race relations in
the United States would
have been had this policy

been implemented and enforced,” Reese said. “Had
the formerly enslaved people actually had access to
the ownership of land, of
property. If they had had a
chance to be self-sufficient
economically, to build, accrue and pass on wealth.”
Then redlining was introduced in the early
1900s, Reese said. The
term comes from the development by the New
Deal of federal government maps of every metropolitan area in the country.
Those maps were colorcoded, by first the Homeowners Loan Association,
then the Federal Housing
Administration — then
adopted by the Veterans
Administration.
“These color codes
were designed to indicate
where it was safe to insure
mortgages,” Reese pointed
out.
“And
anywhere
African Americans lived, or
even lived nearby, were
colored red to indicated to
appraisers that these
neighborhoods were too
risky to insure mortgages.”
The FHA in St. Pete
worked with the federal
government to carve out
redline areas where Black
people could and could not
live, she said, to protect the
sanctity of the downtown
and waterfront areas that
white tourists frequented.
The FHA’s justification for
redlining was that if
African Americans bought
homes in these suburbs,
the property values of the

white-owned homes they
were insuring would decline.
In fact, the opposite
was true, Reese said. Property values increased because African Americans
were willing to pay more
than whites because they
had fewer choices.
The FHA also subsidized builders who were
mass-producing
entire
subdivisions for whites, requiring none of those
homes to be sold to African
Americans — who were
usually forced into urban
housing projects throughout the country.
Highways became an
unofficial way to segregate
the white communities
from Black people, and I275 and I-175 are evidence
of that here in St. Pete.
“The long-term effects
of African Americans
being prohibited from buying homes in suburbs and
building equity is evident
in the fact that today
African American incomes
on average are about 60
percent of average white
incomes, but African
American wealth is about
five percent of white
wealth,” Reese said.
Most middle-class families gain their wealth from
the equity they have in
their homes, so the enormous difference in the income and wealth ratios is
almost entirely attributable
to the FHA policy implemented through the 20th
century. Redlining was
banned about 50 years ago,

but it still affects people of
color, she said.
In the 1930s, government surveyors graded
neighborhoods in more
than 200 cities and colorcoded them: green for best
neighborhoods, blue for
still desirable neighborhoods, yellow for declining
neighborhoods, and red for
hazardous neighborhoods.
“The hazardous neighborhoods were predominately made up of African
Americans, Catholics, Jews,
and immigrants from Asia
and southern Europe were
deemed undesirable as
well,” quoted Reese from a
study, and added that loans
in these neighborhoods
were very expensive, making it difficult for low-income minorities to buy a
house.
The FHA institutionalized discriminatory lending
and government-backed
mortgages, reflecting local
race-based criteria in the
underwriting practices and
reinforcing residential segregation in American cities,
she said.
Longtime residents of
formerly redlined neighborhoods are often pushed
out when the area’s economic fortunes are reversed, as many can no
longer afford the rising
rents and homeowners
can’t afford the increase in
property taxes.
As their home values
rise, Reese said, many are
tempted to sell and cash
out. This begs the question:
Is gentrification promoting

Gwendolyn Reese

Kashmir Parker

sustainable desegregation,
or is it just a movement toward increased segregation
in the next census period?
Reese pointed out the
distinct connection between redlining and environmental racism.
“The United States is
segregated, and so is pollution,” she said. “Race is not
the reason Black people are
more vulnerable to the underlying medical conditions
or COVID-19. Racism is.
Racism trumps class. Even
middle-income
African
Americans are more likely
to live in polluted neighborhoods.”
A zip code, she said, is
the most powerful predictor of health, and all communities and all zip codes
are not created equal; they
were created by redlining
practices.
Parker, who has been in
real estate for about 15
years, noted that most people aren’t aware that only
six percent of real estate
agents on the National Association of Realtors are minorities, and about half of
those are full-time agents. It
matters, she said, because
there is a “trust factor”
when it comes to African
Americans looking to make
such a large investment as
purchasing a home, and
they are not always prone
to trusting those who come
from vastly different backgrounds.
She related an experience where she tried to sell
a family’s five-bedroom,
three-bathroom home in
Childs
Park,
which
would’ve been easily appraised at $500,000 had it
been located two neighborhoods over but came in at
the $150,000 mark by the
appraiser.
“Unfortunately, what

we knew was that that appraiser came into that
neighborhood, and they
saw people that did not look
like himself, that automatically undervalued that
neighborhood,”
Parker
said, who is also a realtor
with Keller Williams Realty,
St. Pete. “That it wasn’t
worth anything.”
In essence, this outsider
came into that neighborhood and drastically undercut the value of that family’s
60-year investment.
The St. Pete area is up
and coming, Parker said, as
St. Pete Beach was recently
ranked the number one
beach in the country by
Trip Advisor, and the Pier
ranked number two tourist
destination by USA Today.
Small rental spaces, high
cost of living, extended
snowstorms, and other factors drive people to relocate
to Florida from northern
cities. Working remotely
during the pandemic has
made many realize that
since they can work from
anywhere, they may as well
live in the sunshine. Interest rates, too, are the lowest
that they’ve been in history.
National chains such as
Whole Foods Market and
Topgolf are slated to come
to St. Pete, and the future
reimagining of the Tropicana Field site will attract
even more to the area.
Homeowners should be
aware that their properties
may increase in value.
“The St. Petersburg
market is just so incredibly
desired right now,” she
said, adding that owning a
home is the entry-level investment for someone to
start to build wealth.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
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Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

\What Are You Waiting For? What
Should We Be Doing if Faith is the
Pathway? – 11Kings 13:14-19
Pastor Brown brought
another word from last
week’s text. He pointed out
that the story in the text is an
opportunity for us to understand that faith is the key. It
unlocks and ensures we can
have and be what God desires for us. God gives to all
of us a free gift called faith.
He gives it to anyone willing
to claim it. God says we need
not wait but simply walk in
faith. If all we have is today
and we can do nothing about
yesterday and we’re not sure
if tomorrow will come, then
all we have is right now and
the question still is what we
are waiting for. Why are we
waiting for tomorrow for
something God wants us to
claim and do right now?
Faith arms us to give life
our best so why do we continue in fear? We cannot wait
on everything to be perfect
before we act on our faith.
God says we can begin to
make things more perfect
when we the imperfect make
our shot count. All of us have
hiccups in our lives where we
haven’t done all God desires
of us but God has spared us
another day so we can look
back over the errors and give
our best moments and days.
God says to us if we have
faith, no matter how small, we
can do something great with
our faith. With faith God can
do the impossible and faith is
the avenue we must take. So,
what should we be doing if
faith is the pathway? Pastor

Brown gas us three points to
help us.
The first from verses 14
and 15 – ‘Go Find It’. Go find
a word that will give life to
your faith, strengthen your
faith, and cause you to believe
in something outside of yourself and bigger than you.
Faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the word of God
which means we cannot get
faith apart from hearing
God’s word. Faith will give us
victory over whatever is attacking our lives. God is not
going to bombard us if we
don’t want to be bombarded
and won’t talk to us if we have
our fingers in our ears. If we
open ourselves to the word of
God, he will put his word
where it’s readily available.
God’s word is everywhere.
Go find a word that will fuel
and fix your faith.
The second point from
verses 16 and 17 – ‘Go Fight
with It’. Elisha does not tell
the king to aim the arrow at
the enemy’s heart or head
but aim in the direction of the
enemy. The arrows will not
hit them but strike the
ground. What will hit them is
our faith. We are to fight with
our faith and not our fists,
guns, or our words. We are
to fight the good fight of faith
with the word of God. We are
to shout our faith in the direction we need it. Is God asking
us to stop fighting with our inferior weapons and take the
superior weapon of God’s
word and let it, through faith,

TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Prayer: A Way of Being

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
fight our battles.
The last point from verse
18 and 19 – “Go Forward
with it. The king had a quiver
of arrows but only used three
of them. He didn’t’ utilize all
his faith. Are we like the
king, limiting our faith and
using it only on Sundays and
not on the other days? Our
faith should be forwarded so
that when we get where
we’re going, we have something to rely on. We may be
believing in God for something in our future, but God
wants to know if we have faith
for the journey. Faith should
cause us to move forward.
The real testament to our
faith is when we follow it. Let
us find positivity in the negative and smile through everything because our faith
should tell our feelings how
to feel. Don’t allow others to
determine what our day will
be like and remember that
what others mean for evil,
God means for our good.
Please join our live
stream service on YouTube
@ St Mark MBC each Sunday @ 10:20 and bible study
on Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
May God continue to bless
and keep you.

“And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself
that virtue had gone out of
him, turned him about in
the press, and said, who
touched my clothes (Mark
5:30)?”
Without you telling
them, people can tell when
you are a person who prays
consciously and consistently. There is a positive
energy that people feel exuding from you. They intuitively know that there is
something special about
you. Some people may describe it as a light in your
eyes, a shine on your face,
or a halo above your head.
That is how people felt
about Jesus, our Perfect
Pattern. The woman who
had an issue of blood realized that making a connec-

tion with Jesus would make
a difference in her life
(Mark 5:25-34). Although
she exhausted her financial
resources in seeking medical attention, hearing
about Jesus gave her hope
for healing. She did not feel
that prayer from Jesus or
conversation with him was
necessary for her to be
whole. She was clear that
all she needed to do was be
in his presence close
enough to touch his
clothes, and her faith in
Jesus being Jesus was
enough to heal her.
Peter, a disciple of
Jesus Christ, manifested
this same aura. “They
brought forth the sick into
the streets, and laid them
on beds and couches, that
at the least the shadow of

Peter passing by might
overshadow some of them
(Acts 5:15).” Like Jesus,
Peter did not need to see
anything, think anything,
say anything or do anything to heal the people.
Peter being Peter, was
enough. You being you is
enough. You being your authentic self is more than
enough.
Through prayer, cut
any fake identity so that
you see yourself as God’s
beloved offspring. Strip any
faulty perception until you
see yourself made in the
image and likeness of God.
Bend any erroneous idea of
yourself to the truth that
you are a spiritual being living in a spiritual universe
that is governed by the
spiritual law of love.

PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY
AND THE WORLD

Interested in advertising?
Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Are You A Good Neighbor? What Does A Good
Neighbor Do? – Luke 10:25-37
The text is the story
of the Good Samaritan.
In the passage we find a
‘certain lawyer’ ask Jesus
what he should do to inherit eternal life. Jesus
responded by asking him
‘what is written in the
law?’ The lawyer responded by quoting
Deuteronomy 6:5 – thou
shall love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind, and thy
neighbor as thyself.
Jesus said to him Thou
hast answered right: this
do, and thou shalt live.
The bible says that the
lawyer wanting to justify
himself, said to Jesus
And who is my neighbor?
It is at this point where
Jesus answered with the
story of the Good Samaritan.
In the story, we know
that a man traveled from

Jerusalem to Jericho and
fell among thieves, was
stripped of his clothes,
beaten and left half dead.
This beaten man had
three individuals who
saw him and his condition, a priest, a Levite,
and a Samaritan. The
Samaritan was a neighbor who offered help,
healing, and hope to the
injured man. While we
are attempting to overcome an unprecedented
year, God is calling on us
as he did this man to be
neighborly. We have lost
the artistry of being
neighbors. When will we
realize that every person
in every city, state, nation, and country is our
neighbor? We are to be
neighbors not only to the
priest and Levites, but we
must also be neighbors
to
the
Samaritans.
Being neighborly is to
meet needs no matter

who and where the need
exist. Where is our humanity, compassion, and
sense of community?
Pastor Brown answered the question of
Are you a good neighbor
with four points from the
text. The first point from
Luke 10:33 – A good
neighbor looks to help.
We need to stop looking
for what’s wrong and ask
who we can help. All saw
the injured man, the
priest, and the Levite but
they walked away. The
Samaritan saw and
looked to help. If we are
to be good neighbors, we
need to reclaim neighborhoods and help each
other like we did in days
past where we shared
what we had. We need to
leave the position of seeing not to help but to
have something to talk
about.
The second point also

from Luke 10:33 – A good
neighbor listens with his
heart. The injured man
might not have said a
word but moaned in pain.
The Samaritan felt compassion for him. The
question for us is are we
listening with our hearts,
are we listening to what it
is being said and also listening to what isn’t being
said.
The third point from
Luke 10:34 – A good
neighbor labors to heal.
The Samaritan was willing to engage in the healing process. Are we? It
costs something to help
someone (time, treasure,
and talent).
It’s not
money all the time but
encouragement and a
willingness to stand with
and by someone. Money
sometimes does not help
but hurts. Healing can
be more than what we
do, oftentimes it’s what

we say. Could it be that
God doesn’t need us to
write another check instead show up and sit in
silence to listen and heal
the woes and complaints
of those who feel
wounded.
The final point from
Luke 10:34 and 35 – A
good neighbor leaves the
hurting hopeful. The
good neighbor realized
the wounded man was
not out of the woods. He
leaves him but provides
for continued care for
him and guaranteed to
pay the cost until the man
could recover.
The
wounded man would realize he was not dying but
living because someone
cared and provided for
him. We need to stop
waiting on people we
know to help those in
need and be the ones
who show up. You may
not know their name or

pain but because they are
hurting, you hurt, and let
them know you’re by
yourself. We need to be
neighbors not just to the
ones we know but neighbors to those we don’t.
We should not only be
willing to accept help
from those we know but
from those not known.
So, are we good neighbors looking to help, listen, labor, and leave
others more hopeful?
We will have Communion Service in the
parking lot on the first
Sunday in May at 9:00
a.m. On Mother’s Day
services will be in the
parking lot beginning at
10:00 a.m. Please join
our live stream service
on YouTube @ St Mark
MBC each Sunday @
10:20 and bible study on
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
May God continue to
bless and keep you.
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(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org
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First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Let GOD Have His Perfect Way

The Great Manipulation
Job 1:21
“...Naked came I out of mother’s womb, and naked shall I return
thither. The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD”.
It is important to remember that “We can do all things through
JESUS CHRIST who strengthens us.” HE alone is LORD and
SAVIOR.”
HE directs our path in righteousness, if we would only obey HIS
commands. Our FATHER in Heaven, Our LORD and SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST and the HOLY SPIRIT are all we’ll ever need.

JESUS.
Those walking by faith are blessed with a spiritual vision, knowing that ‘whatever is done in darkness will be revealed in the
light’.
No matter what the enemy throws at the righteous, the Blood of
JESUS always covers and protects. Remember that the enemy
can’t manipulate one if one forever operates out of truth and
love.
GOD gives those who diligently seek HIM wisdom to walk in
righteousness and survive every attack of the enemy.

The enemy is not wise but deceitful. The enemy does not seek
peace. The enemy manipulates for evil. The enemy flees at the
name of JESUS.

We must recognize the great manipulation of the enemy is defeated because the victory is in JESUS.

As we live on this earth, GOD wants us prepared for the attack
of the enemy by diligently seeking HIS Living Word in JESUS.

“NO WEAPON FORMED AGAINST GOD’S SAINTS WILL
EVER PROSPER” IN JESUS.

So many of our loved ones are focusing on money, not JESUS,
on self not JESUS, on material gain not JESUS, on taking and
not giving.

“Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even
the most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.”

The enemy is manipulating the destruction of so many lives because they are not focused on the goodness, grace and mercy of

“There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling.”

Let GOD have His perfect way; As we trust Him
for each and every day.
Our hearts believe His truth prevails; GOD’s
mercy in our lives will never fail.
In this season of wonder and uncertainty; We
know GOD’s promises will set us free.
To pray for others, and to love with care; JESUS
taught us to obey and to always share.
Hold on to GOD’s peace and always walk by
faith; JESUS will comfort you with His amazing
grace.
GOD’s love and peace will always last;
This season and journey, too shall pass.”
“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my
refuge and my fortress: my GOD: in Him will I
trust.” Psalm 91:1-2
AMEN
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ST. PETE YOUTH FARM
The water crisis
WRITTEN BY AIYMERE
SANCHEZ, 14
Youth Farm Participant

ST. PETERSBURG —
The fresh water supply is
extremely limited and will
not last forever. Most people think that we could
never run out of water, but
they are sadly mistaken.
The world has an unlimited amount of water, but
only 0.7 percent is available for humans to drink
and use in day-to-day life.
We do have enough
water on the earth so that
we should not have to
worry about it, but humans waste a lot of the
water that we have available. Humans do not use

the water sustainably, and
in return, we will run out
of water at some point in
the future.
Water is essential to
life. Through the years,
the world’s population has
never been higher than it
is now, which is a problem.
Freshwater is scarce, and
this is because we get our
water from three sources:
ground, surface, and desalination.
Groundwater is water
in aquifers that we tap into
to get the majority of the
water we drink. We have a
certain amount of water in
underground reservoirs
worldwide, and they refill
over time with rainwater,
but because we use so

much of the water from
there, we do not give it
time to refill.
Because of this, we are
basically draining the one
thing we need most in life.
Surface water is ponds,
lakes, and springs. It also
includes rainwater, which
is only 30 percent of surface water because it
seeps into the ground and
turns into groundwater.
The last source is desalination, which is the process
of converting salt water
into fresh water.
There isn’t an easy way
to solve this water crisis.
The obvious answer would
be desalination because
it’s a seemingly unlimited
amount of water. We can’t

Skate central

Top 3 easiest veggies to grow in
central Florida

BY RAMONA MITCHELL,
16
Youth Farm Participant

Skateboarding in itself
has become a community
that I and many others
around the world have
chosen to go into. It allows
me to feel free and it is one
of the best ways for me to
cope and express myself.
The skate community
in St. Petersburg is full of
amazing people. They all
love and care for each
other; it’s like one big family. There are spots in St.
Pete where skaters can go
and do their thing, such as
St. Pete Skate Park and
possibly a couple of other
places, but the eligibility of
skating in some areas like
downtown seems limited
in many cases.
Just as there are places
where we are eligible to
skateboard, there are
many more places where it
is prohibited. One of those
areas is the St. Pete Pier.
The pier is where everyone can go to have a fun
time — you can ride the
electric scooters downtown through the pier,
mopeds are available, and
so are bikes — but no

do this to the fullest extent
because it takes a lot of
power and money. Not
only that, but it also causes
environmental damage.
Water is a valuable resource that we can’t lose,
and if there is anything
that we should be conservative about it should be
water. The main way to
keep water usage down is
to stop wasting it. If we
turned the water off when
we walked away from the
sink while doing dishes or
turned the water off when
we brushed our teeth, we
would save more water
than you think.
It only takes a small
step to make a big change.

BY DARION NEWKIRK,
18
Youth Farm Participant

skateboarding.
I don’t think there is a
clear answer as to why
skateboarding is prohibited because, if anything,
with scooters and mopeds
you are just as likely or
even more likely to hurt
yourself or someone else.
The skate community
seems so confined in our
city, and even though
skaters always find better
places, what happens
when those places prohibit
skating too?
Another place that
doesn’t allow skating is the
downtown Mahaffey Theater. Again, I haven’t heard
a clear reason as to why it
isn’t accepted in that spot,
but on the other hand,
guess what is allowed

St. Pete Regional Skatepark
Photos courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg

there: mopeds, electric
scooters, and bikes, which
are far more dangerous
than skateboarding.
I interviewed a couple
of people on this topic, and
both came back with the
same answer: “it isn’t fair.”
If a skater were to get hurt
on the property, they
would get right back up
and try again. It’s our
choice as skaters; none of
us would give up on something we’ve been trying so
hard to learn.
If you wouldn’t like to
be held accountable for
the unharmed action taking place, then simply just
don’t make yourself a part
of it.
Skateboarding is a
lifestyle for many people,
for some, an escape. Keeping us confined and excluded won’t make us less
motivated in this community; it will just push us to
find creative ways to do
what we do. This family of
skaters is wholesome;
we’d like to go wherever
this culture takes us despite unfair stereotypes excluding us. We do what we
do because we like it, the
same as anyone else in the
City of St. Petersburg,
whether on bikes, scooters, or mopeds.

As I was researching
vegetables that are easy to
grow in Florida, three
stood out to me. Broccoli,
cabbage, and collards can
grow with very little effort.
Broccoli is an easy-togrow plant that takes
around 80 to 100 days. It
doesn’t need much attention at all; you only need
one to one and a half
inches of water per week
if it doesn’t rain.
It is a good food to eat
with a ton of nutrients.
Broccoli is a good source
of fiber and protein, and
contains iron, potassium,
calcium, selenium and
magnesium as well as the
vitamins A, C, E, and K.
Cabbage is another excellent and easy plant to
grow. It is rich in nutrients
and an excellent source of
vitamin C and dietary
fiber. It also has vitamin K,
which is important for the
health of your bones and
the formation of blood

clots after injury.
It takes about 85 to 110
days when planted from a
seed, and you only have to
water one to one and a
half inches, the same as
the broccoli. It’s great to
add to things like salads,
stews,
soups,
and
coleslaw.
Lastly, collards are
some of my favorite things
to grow. They taste great
and are even better for
your body. Collard greens
are an excellent source of
vitamin A, vitamin C, and
calcium; they are a rich
source of vitamin K and a

good source of iron, vitamin B-6, and magnesium.
Collards only need
about 80 days to mature
from seed to harvest.
They don’t take very long
to grow, and they are delicious. You must water
them one to one and a half
inches a week if it’s not
raining (similar to cabbage and broccoli). You
can’t ask for anything better.
If you and your kids
grow these vegetables together, they might even
eat them since they put
time and effort into it. You
can even eat these vegetables raw if that’s what
you’d prefer.
Growing Tips
1. It’s best if you have
good soil for your plants
as they will be all the better for it.
2. If your soil starts
looking dry you should
water the plants.
3. You can measure
the amount of rainfall with
a rain gauge left in the garden.
4. Be sure to pluck any
weeds you see as they
steal the nutrients from
your plants.

School choice scholarships answer parents’ prayers
Dear Editor:
The Weekly Challenger
recently published two articles by the same author
that painted an unflattering
picture of private school
choice vouchers harming
public schools and even
the families who use them.
As the parent of a child
who benefited from one of
those scholarships, and as
the principal of a school
where most students attend on scholarships, I
know the reality is far different from what was portrayed.
I grew up attending
public schools, and my
mother was a publicschool administrator. But
when I became the single
mother of a daughter
whose needs were not
being met in the public

schools, I searched for alternatives that would work
for her. I found them in the
form of the Florida Tax
Credit Scholarship for lowincome students (FTC),
and later the McKay Scholarship for students with
special needs.
The FTC scholarship
enabled me to afford tuition at a private school
close to home that my
child
attended
from
kindergarten to eighth
grade. She then attended
high school at LiFT Academy in Seminole on the
McKay Scholarship, graduating in 2018. Both scholarships were vital to her
academic success.
Since 2015, I’ve been
principal at Mt. Moriah
Christian Fundamental
Academy, a middle school

in St. Petersburg with 32
students on FTC and eight
on the similar Family Empowerment Scholarship.
Contrary to the claims
made in the recent article,
I don’t see the scholarships
being our parents’ “worst
nightmare.”
Quite the opposite,
these scholarships answer
their prayers for a better
learning environment for
their children. Mt. Moriah
offers these families what
they cannot find in other
schools, and the scholarships provide them the
means to attain it.
I see the results every
day, every year; students
who struggled to learn in
their previous public
schools, who dreaded
going to class, come to Mt.
Moriah and flourish. They

benefit from the smaller
class sizes and the personalized instruction our
teachers provide (we have
a student/teacher ratio of
10 to 1), putting them on a
pathway to graduate high
school.
Mt. Moriah’s success is
by no means unique to the
FTC program. An independent study of the academic
outcomes
of
tax-credit scholarship students found they’re up to
43 percent more likely
than their public-school
peers to enroll in four-year
colleges and up to 20 percent more likely to earn
bachelor’s degrees. And
these low-income students
were the ones who struggled the most in their public schools!
The program delivers

this at a reduced cost to
taxpayers. A scholarship is
worth 59 percent of what
the state spends per pupil
in public schools. And
eight different studies
have concluded the program causes no financial
harm to public schools.
Scholarships give parents a genuine choice in
their children’s education,
and they provide opportunities for educators to create schools that best meet
the needs of minority and
lower-income communities. About a third of the
more than 99,000 students
currently on the Florida
Tax Credit Scholarship are
Black, and another third
are Hispanic. The average
household income of a tax
credit scholarship family is
$32,835.

Principal Shannon
Dolly, Mt. Moriah
Christian Fundamental
Academy
Education
choice
should not be a privilege
only for those who can afford it. Florida’s scholarship programs help ensure
that all families have the
power to find a school that
works for their children.
Shannon Dolly
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Ann Sherman-White, M.Ed., Business Community Liaison and Student Government Association Advisor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Divine Nine or D-9, as
they are affectionally
known, have proven to be
a force on the national political scene. This was
made evident by their ability to galvanize their collective power under the
umbrella of the National
Panhellenic Council and
help elect the country’s
first female vice president
of color.
The D-9 helped determine the outcome of not
only a national presidential election but also elections at the state and local
level. But for those that
are members, or are familiar with their community
prowess, understand just

how entrenched in the
community they are.
As a result of their influence in a myriad of
areas and their ability to
weave seamlessly into the
country’s fabric and the
world, they are seen as
fundamental components
in the quest towards
preparing
tomorrow’s
workforce.
Locally, their presence
can be felt on the Pinellas
County Job Corps Center
(PCJCC) campus. The
staff members representing various Divine Nine
members will gladly agree
their perspective colors
represent only a portion of
who they are.
Those same members

Pinellas County Job Corps Center Divine-9
who proudly wear their
paraphernalia on campus
mirror much of the same
influence seen at the national level, only disseminated locally. For example,
suppose a student seeks
help after graduation and
needs assistance securing
a meaningful career. In
that case, PCJCC team

member Natalie Washington, career transition specialist, is prepared to
provide the necessary
bridge required for a
seamless transition.
Suppose
students
graduate and decide to
further their training at
the college level. In that
case, PCJCC team mem-

ber Corey Givens, advance training coordinator, is prepared to help
guide students towards
potential housing options,
financial aid, and scholarship opportunities, along
with advising them of the
best path towards obtaining additional educational
advancement.
There are currently
seven staff members representing four of the nine
sororities and fraternities
within the Divine Nine.
Whether the dorms run
efficiently or community
partners and businesses
are well-engaged with activities on campus, the D9
representation
is
present.

What makes their
presence even more valuable is many of the principles the PCJCC stands for
align with several of the
pillars associated with the
missions of the D-9.
Whether its service to all
mankind, providing assistance
and
support
through established programs or cultivating scholarships that lead to
pursuits in higher learning, one thing is clear: the
PCJCC team is providing
many of the essential
skills, training, and support needed to make sure
their students are well
prepared for tomorrow’s
careers.

Community journalism: Your paper needs you
WEBINAR, from front page

by the larger communities
have a direct impact on the
African-American communities, and we need to know just
what those impacts are.” We
also, Davis added, need to
have an avenue for people to
read about how their children and loved ones are excelling, as opposed to always
reading about “the negativity
that exists.”
Beats covered at the
community level include education, politics, people, history, issues, op-ed/opinion,
business,
neighborhood
news, and churches. Davis
said it is vital to have multiple
community voices in the
paper, as he encourages
everyone to let their voices
be heard.
“The African-American
community is not monolithic,” he said, “it is a plurality
of varying opinions and attitudes and positions as it re-

lates to different subjects and
different issues that we face.”
At our inception 54 years
ago, The Weekly Challenger
was the Black community’s
source of news when other
mainstream outlets such as
the St. Petersburg Times and
Evening Independent would
not report on the community
due to Jim Crow laws and
racism — except to report on
crime in the Black community.
“The Weekly Challenger
provided an opportunity for
the community to really look
at the holistic view,” Graham
pointed out.
For community members, “the questions have already been asked and
answered because they’ve
lived the experience,” Davis
averred. “They have the context, and they have the lens,
and through The Weekly
Challenger, they now have

the vehicle by which to take
those stories and those issues and to amplify them.”
As community papers
tend to revolve around many
of the same events and people, it is important to fend off
a sense of complacency
among reporters and look for
fresh approaches and angles,
Graham noted.
“Yes, the events are the
same, and the people are
somewhat the same, but
there’s always something a
little different,” she said. “And
so I’m going to ask for them
to hunt for that. Because
there’s always something
new, we just have to look for
it.”
Board and community
meetings are good things for
young journalists to attend,
Davis said, but when it comes
to getting in touch with the
community and listening, he
also recommended visiting

Could your child use $200?
Bethel Community Foundation offers a 6 week summer program
focused on preparing youth ages 14-17 for successful employment.
Program sessions focus on resume writing, interviewing skills, team
building and general employee etiquette. At the conclusion of the program, each student will receive a Certificate of Completion and a $200
check. Students will also have the opportunity to interview for parttime jobs with several businesses within the community.

Contact Vincent Lisbon for more information,
but hurry as workshop availability is limited.
2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-866-2747

School-To-Work Employability Workshop

places like hair salons and
barbershops.
“There’s a wealth of
knowledge in those spots,”
he said. “What’s important is
knowing how the people on
the street feel about the issues that are going to impact
them...and those are great

sources.”
The second installment –
“Reporting on the History of
a Community” — in our fourpart series will be held virtually on Thursday, May 20 at
12:30 p.m. Guest speaker will
be Jon Wilson, retired St. Petersburg Times reporter, co-

author or two books with
Rosalie Peck on St. Petersburg’s Black community, and
the vice president of the
African American Heritage
Association of St. Petersburg.
Please sign up at
https://conta.cc/3rZ3mUS.
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22 South brings a mix of flavor to the Manhattan Casino
FLAVOR, from front page

her daughter, Naomi
Richardson, said their
business started last October after they were laid
off from their jobs during
the pandemic. St. Pete
Bowls will operate a couple of times a week and
offer up fresh fruit bowls.
Dean Hudson, the
founder of Irie Mon Jamaican Grill, got his start
in 2018. Born of Jamaican
descent, he promises delicious, authentic, and
made-with-love dishes to
his prospective patrons.
Meanwhile, Ray Milton of Ray’s Vegan Soul
has more than 30 years of
experience in the food industry and grew up in St.
Pete. Melissa Gardner
(Chef Melly) of Three
Generations food truck,
too, is already well-known
in the community for her
take on southern cuisine.
The Gravely Brothers,
William and Bryan, will
tantalize tastebuds with
Better Way BBQ, and Lan
Mai will be serving up
sushi, poke bowls, and
burritos.
Rounding
it
out,

Callaloo’s own restaurant,
VJ’s, is a brand new concept created for the location. It will feature
American fare with a twist
in honor of Vincent Jackson and the integral role
he played in the community and the food hall development.
Other than Ray’s
Vegan Soul, which previously had another location, this will be the first
brick and mortar location
for each of the vendors.
The location will also
operate as a staging
ground for Callaloo and
Rising Tide Innovation
Center’s incubator program. This initiative is designed to give local
culinary talent the working space to expand their
business or begin one,
hopefully.
As 22 South Food Hall
opens, this first wave of
vendors will act as the inaugural class for the program.
Subsequent
cohorts will start on a
smaller scale. It will offer
courses, experience, and
opportunities to commu-

nity members hoping to
break into the industry.
“It’s people that already have that desire,”
Farias said, “and we’re
here to cultivate that desire into something of
monetary gain for them
and to create a sort of
pride.”
If all goes according to
plan, these individuals in
the subsequent classes
will eventually cycle out of
the program and into the
food hall or their own
spaces, whether that be a
food truck, a brick-andmortar location or a catering service. New food
entrepreneurs can then
be cycled in.
All vendors will operate out of a shared
kitchen and coordinate
under one executive chef,
who will work to make
sure that food ordered
from different vendors
still makes it out to the
table all at once.
Meanwhile, the upstairs of the two-story
building will serve a dual
purpose. Some of this
space has been designated as part of the collaborative working area. The
Jordan Dance Hall banquet room, also located
upstairs, will be used to
host various events. The
room can hold up to 300
people and is furnished
with a DJ booth and
plenty of seating.
The space outside the
building is also being put
to use. Every Tuesday at
4 p.m., the lot outside the

Manhattan Casino is utilized for a farmer’s market organized by south St.
Pete resident Nikkol Patton. The intent is that this
will be a step towards trying to alleviate food
scarcity in the area.
Farias hopes that by
encouraging commerce
and events, and keeping
the participating businesses local, he can preserve the legacy of Elder
Jordan Sr., who built the
Jordan Dance Hall –
which would eventually
come to be known as the
Manhattan Casino – in
1925.
Jordan Sr.’s legacy
also includes advocating
for and building Jordan
Elementary, access to Spa
Beach — the only beach
in St. Petersburg for
African Americans before
desegregation — a bus
line for the Black community before integration,
and the donation of land
to the City of St. Petersburg for the building of
the Jordan Park housing
complex.
During the height of
Jim Crow St. Pete, the
Manhattan Casino became the only spot for the
Black community to
gather and notable Black
artists to perform.
The history and significance of the site run deep
and is something that
Farias said he wants to
honor.
“The location has a
very special vibe to it,”
said Adams of St. Pete

Executive Chef John Karasiewicz
will head up VJ’s.
Bowls. “You can almost
feel the history there
when you walk through
the doors.”
Though the location
was designated as a historic landmark by the city
in 1994, subsequent uses
for the space struggled to
take hold. There is no
doubt that all eyes will be
watching to see what becomes of the space with
such an important history.
“We are hopeful that

the community and those
around it will be open to
this amazing concept that
is coming and are grateful
for the opportunity to be a
part of the 22 South Food
Hall,” said Hudson of Irie
Mon Jamaican Grill.
The food hall is slated
to open April 30 and is
currently hiring for front
and back-of-house positions via in-person inquiries. Updates can be
found on Facebook.
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Brought to you by the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.

YOU CAN DISTANCE AND
STILL BE SOCIAL.
Get vaccinated when
it’s your turn.
COVID doesn’t have to keep us
from connecting with the crew.
Vaccines are here. But until
enough of us are vaccinated, we
need to keep playin’ it smart.
Mask up, socially distance, and
avoid indoor gatherings with
people you don’t live with. We
can still stay close – even when
we’re miles apart.
Learn more at
cdc.gov/coronavirus
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DRONE ZONE FLIGHTT CAMP
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urg,FL 33711

Mon – Fri | 8:00 am – 12:00
:00 pm

SSESSIONS

PPreregistration
i i required;
i d class
l size
i lilimited
i d
Contact Rohland Bryant | bryantro@pcsb.org

CChoose from one of these ses
essions:
2021 Jun 07 – Ju
Jun 111 Introduction
uction to Drone Techn
hnology SP
2021
21 Jun
J 14 – Juun 188 Introduction
ction to Dronee Tech
chnology SP
20211 Junn 21 – Jun
J n 25 Inntrodduction
ction to Drronne Technology
echnolo y SPP

Visit www.myptc.edu today, to learn
more about all the programs and courses
available from Pinellas Technical College

College Fund of Pinellas County
expands and increases award
amount

DDesigned for youths 10-14 years
ye old, this 5-day introductory course
W
WHDFKHV
IXQGDPHQWDOGURQHSLORWLQJVNLOOV7KLV
 LPPHUVLYHŴLJKWFDPS
is perfect for students exploring
ring the expanding
e
career possibilities for
t
trained
drone pilots such as Aerial Imagery, Data Collection, Inspection,
Mapping, Surveying and Reconnais
M
econnaissance.Topics covered include:
• Two Days VR Pilot Training
ng
• Hands-on Drone Pilotingg Skills
• Operational Safety, Rules,
es, and Regulations
• 3UHŴLJKWDQG(PHUJHQF\\3URFHGXUHV

St. Petersburg

myptc.edu

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021

Mission
Prorovide students the opportunity to develop national
national wo
workplace
FRPSHWHQFLHVWRƓOOWKHQHHGVRIEXVLQHVVDQGLQGXVWU\U\
Pinellas County Schools | www.pcsb.org | Th
The SSchool Board off Pinellas County
Co y,, Florida, prroohibits
any and all forms off discrimination and harassmen
ent based on race, colorr,, sex, rreeligion, national origin,
marital status, age, sexual orientation or disabilityy in any off its progrraams, services or activities.
OWI-455-2021-04

CONNECT WITH US!

PINELLAS COUNTY –
The College Fund of
Pinellas County, Inc. is
increasing its annual
award amount for current and future scholarship recipients. The
nonprofit, volunteer-led
organization has also reduced application requirements in response
to the academic hardships faced by students
nationwide
resulting
from
the
ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.
The board of directors overwhelmingly approved an increase in
the annual assistance
per student to $1,200
from the previous $1,000
at its annual meeting.
The increased award
amount will apply to incoming applicants who
will receive awards after
this application cycle
and existing recipients.
Further, the board approved a new minimum
high school grade point
average of 2.5 from the
previous 3.0 required to
apply.

The College Fund of
Pinellas County has
seen declines in student
applications for scholarship assistance this year,
but the Fund’s response
has been to step up and
face these challenges.
“We understand that
the financial pressures
on today’s college students have never been
greater,” said Fund President Britt Hart at the
conclusion of the meeting. “It’s reflected in the
quantity of our scholarship applications, and in
the tough circumstances
our applicants are sharing with us. So, with all
of this in mind, we’re
trying to remain nimble
in ser ving our students
in the best ways we can.”
In all, 57 Pinellas
County residents are
currently receiving College Fund scholarships,
generating an outlay of
$49,880 for the fall 2020
– spring 2021 school
year. Funds are distributed directly to students
and may be used at their

discretion upon receipt
of proof of enrollment in
an accredited post-secondary institution.
The College Fund of
Pinellas County is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization run entirely by
volunteers. For more
than 55 years, its members have raised money
to help Pinellas County
residents who are eligible for the Pell Grant
fund their educational
pursuits to receive a
bachelor’s degree.
Details and an application are available at
www.collegefundpinellas.org. The deadline for
receipt of applications is
July 16.
Its board of directors
and advisors cover administration costs, ensuring that 100 percent
of donations directly
support students. Since
1965, the College Fund
has awarded more than
$2.2 million to over 830
Pinellas County residents.
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BeatCOVIDPinellas.com is Your Go-To Source
for Vaccine Information
Explore expert resources to learn about the safety of the vaccine.
Hear your neighbors talk about their own experiences and why they
made the choice to vaccinate.
Access links to sign-up for appointments, ﬁnd walk-up or drive-up
sites, or request a mobile vaccine unit in your community.

My Vaccine Story — Dr. LaDonna Butler
“The reality is that I have pre-existing
conditions and if I were to get sick, it
would not end well. My family would be
signiﬁcantly impacted. And so, vaccination
is my option and choice.”
Dr. LaDonna Butler, LMHC
Founder/Clinical Director, The Well for Life

Our Vaccine Story — Bill & Bernice Darling

“Now we can feel comfortable hugging
our great grand and spending more time
with him. Getting the vaccine gives us
the opportunity to live life the way our
God intended.”
Bill & Bernice Darling
Community Leaders & St. Petersburg Residents

" 

  #$%"& ' (

BeatCOVIDPinellas.com
VISIT WEBSITE
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Our Stories Matter
A conversation with a Black student
in a majority white school, part 2
BY YAMIRA PETERSON
St. Petersburg High School
student

Ja’Kaylah Danford is
a senior at St. Petersburg
High School in the International Baccalaureate
Program.
Yamira: In your experience, do you feel like
your perspective or experiences are welcomed
and respected by your
teachers? How has this
affected your experiences in the classroom?
Ja’Kaylah: I do feel
as if my perspective and
experiences are welcomed by many of my
teachers. Of course, this
makes me feel more
comfortable within the
classroom knowing that I
have somewhat of a
voice. Within discussions
of BIPOC issues I am not
afraid to provide my opinions or challenges my
peers, and I believe this
allows for a more productive environment.
Yamira: How would
you envision anti-racist
education being implemented in your school
community? Are there
programs that you are interested in?
Ja’Kaylah: My idea
of anti-racist education
within school communities would start with
making sure students of
color have equal access
to education. Personally,
I have never felt that a

certain lesson or curriculum was racist, but that
the system itself puts
BIPOC students at a
large disadvantage.
For example, it is obvious that IB is a predominately white program.
However, this creates a
vicious cycle in which
these students get an academic edge within college and beyond, and this
keeps BIPOC participation in the program low. I
believe that the first step
to anti-racist education
would be ensuring equal
opportunity to such programs that prepare students for the future.
Yamira: What role
should BIPOC students
play in implementing
anti-racist education in
the classroom?
Ja’Kaylah: I believe
the responsibility to implement anti-racist education within the classroom
should go largely to
BIPOC educators and
community organizers.
While students should
absolutely have a voice in
these decisions and
processes, I do not think
the responsibility should
fall on the students themselves.
I can open up about
my experiences with
racism and anti-Blackness within the classroom and give ideas on
how it may be combatted,
but ultimately it is up to
the adults in charge. Not

Ja’Kaylah Danford
only do they have the
power needed to push an
anti-racist curriculum,
but hey have the resources to do so.
Yamira: What were
your thoughts and feelings during the start of
the Black Lives Matter
protests
following
George Floyd’s murder?
Ja’Kaylah: Following
George Floyd’s murder, I
remember feeling incredibly burnt out. Not because of the protests
themselves or the people
genuinely using their
platform for good. I became exhausted by the
surge of performative social media “activism” that
ensued.
I was tired of seeing
the video of Floyd being
brutally murdered on my
Instagram explore page.

I was tired of seeing people use BLM for profit
(selling face masks, tshirts, etc.), and I was
tired of seeing my white
peers use protests as
photoshoots for internet
“woke” points.
Most of all, I remember feeling incredibly
guilty for being so burnt
out. I felt like as a Black
person I had some unsaid
responsibility to speak
up; to post open wounds
to my Instagram story as
a means to educate my
peers on why this obviously was a tragedy.
Yamira: After the
events last summer, do
you believe that your
classmates have tried to
educate and revise themselves in light of the
protests? How so?
Ja’Kaylah: Yes and
no. Of course, I want to
believe that all of my
classmates have been
learning about BIPOC issues and are better, more
inclusive people. However, I know that absolutely is not true. As I
mentioned before, I was
incredibly overwhelmed
by the surge of performative social media “activism” that I observed
from my peers this summer.
My first major encounter with this was
# B l a c k O u t T u e s d a y,
which to this day makes
me insufferably angry.
Seeing countless black

Our story in
the Everglades.
We’re supporting the National Audubon Society and
the National Park Foundation to help protect, restore,
and conserve water in the Everglades.
Learn more at publix.com/TheEverglades.

screens on my Instagram
feed made me angry. And
while I know that “it’s the
thought that counts,” it
made me angry because
I knew the thought behind it was purely performative.
In fact, many of these
people followed their
proclamation of allyship
with photos from their
“Independence” Day celebrations only a month
later. So, my opinion on
the matter is mixed. I
want to believe that social
media activism is beneficial in how it relates information
to
our
technological generation
and that it has genuinely
changed the way many of
my classmates view
BIPOC issues. However,
I think that those cute infographics tend to act
more as peer-pressure, if
anything else, with people reposting them without thought because they
saw it on their friend’s
story.
Yamira: What advice,
if any, do you have for
teachers who want to be
better allies for BIPOC
students?
Ja’Kaylah: My advice
for any teacher looking to
be a better ally for
BIPOC students is to
simply be conscious of
how those students feel.
Especially for students in
predominantly white environments, it is already
difficult enough dealing

with racism and microaggressions from our community
and
small
inconsiderate
actions
from educators can have
a largely negative impact.
For example, I mentioned earlier the discussion I had in my English
class about the use of the
N-word in literature. In
the assignment that followed, my teacher pulled
a quote from an article by
a Black author, displaying the N-word uncensored on the assignment
page.
With this being a
class taught by a white
teacher, with mostly
white students, this
small, unavoidable instance made me feel incredibly uncomfortable
completing the assignment. Thus, my advice is
to be incredibly conscious and deliberate in
the language used within
the classroom and consider how it will affect
BIPOC students.
Yamira Patterson is a
junior at St. Petersburg
High School in the International Baccalaureate
Program. She is a student
activist coordinator with
Amnesty International
USA and involved in various youth-led advocacy organizations. She is also
the SPHS Black Students
Association’s co-president
and the SPHS Amnesty
International Club president.

